A Christmas Baptism
December 4-5, 2021

Luke 1:26-38 (TPT)

“During the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the angel Gabriel was
sent from God'’s presence to an unmarried girl named Mary, living in
Nazareth, a village in Galilee. She was engaged to a man named
Joseph, a true descendant of King David. Gabriel appeared to her and
said, ‘Rejoice, beloved young woman, for the Lord is with you and you
are anointed with great favor.” Mary was deeply troubled over the words
of the angel and bewildered over what this may mean for her. But the
angel reassured her, saying, ‘Do not yield to your fear, Mary, for the
Lord has found delight in you and has chosen to surprise you with a
wonderful gift. You will become pregnant with a baby boy, and you are
to name him Jesus. He will be supreme and will be known as the Son of
the Highest. And the Lord God will enthrone him as King on the throne
of his ancestor David. He will reign as King of Israel forever, and his
reign will have no limit.” Mary said, ‘But how could this happen? | am still
a virgin!” Gabriel answered, ‘The Spirit of Holiness will fall upon you and
almighty God will spread his shadow of power over you in a cloud of
glory! This is why the child born to you will be holy, and he will be called
the Son of God. What’'s more, your aged aunt, Elizabeth, has also
become pregnant with a son. The ‘barren one’ is now in her sixth month.
Not one promise from God is empty of power. Nothing is impossible with
God! Then Mary responded, saying, ‘Yes! | will be a mother for the
Lord! As his servant, | accept whatever he has for me. May everything
you have told me come to pass.” And the angel left her.”

Baptism - A person’s initiation into a particular role, typically
perceived as difficult.

The Original Christmas baptism teaches us:

n Mary was personally baptized into the message of the
gospel.

Luke 1:35 (TPT)

“Gabriel answered, ‘The Spirit of Holiness will fall upon you and
almighty God will spread his shadow of power over you in a cloud of
glory! This is why the child born to you will be holy, and he will be called
the Son of God.”

¢ Everyone today will be baptized into the message of the
gospel.

Galatians 3:26-28 (TPT)

“You have all become true children of God by faith in Jesus Christ! Faith
immersed you into Christ, and now you are covered and clothed with his
life. And we no longer see each other in our former state—Jew or non-
Jew, rich or poor, male or female—because we’re all one through our
union with Jesus Christ.”

B Mary was physically baptized into the ministry of the
s gospel.

Luke 1:37-38 (TPT)

“Not one promise from God is empty of power. Nothing is impossible
with God!” Then Mary responded, saying, ‘Yes! | will be a mother for the
Lord! As his servant, | accept whatever he has for me. May everything
you have told me come to pass.” And the angel left her.”

o Everyone today will be baptized into the ministry of the gospel.

Colossians 1:25-27 (TPT)

“This is the very reason I've been made a minister by the authority of
God and a servant to his body, so that in his detailed plan | would fully
equip you with the Word of God. There is a divine mystery—a secret
surprise that has been concealed from the world for generations, but
now it's being revealed, unfolded and manifested for every holy believer
to experience. Living within you is the Christ who floods you with the
expectation of glory! This mystery of Christ, embedded within us,
becomes a heavenly treasure chest of hope filled with the riches of glory
for his people, and God wants everyone to know it!”

3 Mary was spiritually baptized into the mission of the
B s gospel.

Luke 1:45-50 (TPT)

“Great favor rests upon you, for you have believed every word spoken
to you from the Lord.” And Mary sang this song: ‘My soul is ecstatic,
overflowing with praises to God! My spirit bursts with joy over my life-
giving God! For he set his tender gaze upon me, his lowly servant girl.
And from here on, everyone will know that | have been favored and
blessed. The Mighty One has worked a mighty miracle for me; holy is
his name! Mercy kisses all who fear him, from one generation to the
next.”



Galatians 4:4-5 (TPT)

“But when the time of fulfillment had come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law. Yet all of this was so that he would redeem
and set free those held hostage to the law so that we would receive our
freedom and a full legal adoption as his children.”

o Everyone today will be baptized into the mission of the gospel.

Matthew 28:19-20 (TPT)

“Now wherever you go, make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. And teach them to
faithfully follow all that | have commanded you. And never forget that |
am with you every day, even to the completion of this age.”

John 17:18 (MSG)
“In the same way that you gave me a mission in the world, | give them a
mission in the world.”

December Memory Verse

Isaiah 9:6 (NIV)
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
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